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generally to be identical with Scythians.* They give their name
to the royal dynasty from which the Marâthî word S'aka, meaning 
era, is derived. This particular signification of the word is based
upon an error but the era current in this part of the country,
and known as the S'aka era, which commences with 78 A, D., is
so called from the "Saka kings."*|* The Yavanas have not been
very satisfactorily identified. The questions which arise regarding 
the various references to them were elaborately discussed by
Dr. Râjendralâl Mitra some years ago$$. The name seems to have
been applied at various times, to various tribes. Professor Wilson
thinks that the Yavanas of Malayaketu's army may have been
Greeks. The Yavanas, however, are also mentioned in the Mudrârâkshasa , 
as having formed part of the invading army which fol-
lowed Chandragupta and Chânakya to Pâțaliputra. But I do not
find, that in the classical accounts of the invasion which are 
collected by Professor Wilson,|| any mention is made of Greek soldiers.
Yet such mention might fairly be expected, if the Yavanas of the
Mudrârâkshasa were really identical with the Greeks. The Yayanas 
referred to in our play were probably some of the frontier
tribes inhabiting Afghanisthan and neighbouring districts. The




	See inter alia Prinsep's Essays, by Thomas, Vol. I., p. 125; Indian Antiquary,


Vol. IV., pp. 166, 167, 244; Vol. VI., p. 337; J. R. A, S., (N. S.), Vol. V., p. 59;
Burgess's Arch. Surv. Report, Vol. II, p. 26; Vol. III., p. 55; Vol. IV., pp. 97.
101, 104, 114; J. R. A. S., Vol. XVI., P. 247.*| See J. B. B. R. A. S., Vol.
X., p. xliii. ; Mr. Fergusson (S'aka and other eras, p. 9; Indian Architecture, p.
27), thinks that Kanishka founded this era, other scholars have attributed the
foundation to Nabapâna; see Professor Bhândâ kar's paper in the Transaction of
the Orientalist's Congress in London. p. 318. The legend about S'âlivâhana, hovever, prevails in the Punjab, see Indian Antiquary, Vol XI., p. 289, and also,
apparently in Java; Fergusson's Indian Architecture, p. 640. $$ See Indian
Antiquary, Vol. VIII., P. 305; see also J.B. B. R. A. S., Vol. VIII., p. 281; Cupningham's Arch. Surv. Reports, Vol. XII., p. 130; Fergusson's S'aka and other
eras, pp. 7, 10; Bŗihatsambitâ, Chap. VIII., st. 20-21; Max Muller, India:
What it can teach us, pp. 282, 292, 297, 301.$$ See J. A. S.B , Vol. XLIII,
and contra Indian Antiquary, Vol. IV., pp. 170, 244; see also Indian Antiquary,
Vol. V., P. 275; Vol. X., p. 197, (where it seems to be stated that & people dwelling near Siam are called by this name in Hlouen-Tsang), Vol. VI. p. 114; and
J. R. A. S. (N. S.) Vol. IV., p. 442; Burgess's Arch. Surv. Report, Vol. IV., pp.
34-38, 90-5, 114; Fergusson's Indian Architecture, p. 142, note. *| P. 124
infra. || Hindu Theatre, Vol. II, p. 147. Chandragupta, indeed, appears to
have been hostile to the Greeks, see J. B. B. R. A. S. Vol. III., pp. 153-154;
Vol. XV., pp. 274-5; see, too, Cunningham's Bhilsa Topes, p. 87 and authorities there cited.
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