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in finding the moment of his crossing the equinoctial points,
while the general precession of the stars remains unaffected by
the slight increase assumed in the length of the year. But
credit must be given him for his consistency in the view, how
over wrong it may be in the light of the facts disclosed.
Another important improvement made by Chandrasekhara is
in the sun's parallax. The history of his attempts at determin-
ing it is no less interesting than the results he actually obtained.
The ancient astronomers of India were satisfied with taking for
the parallax of exch planet, th part of its mean daily motion,
Accordingly, the sun's horizontal parallax was considered to be
3 56", and that of the moon 52 42." With rough instruments
at their disposal, the ancient observers could not but assign
wrong values. But awkwardly enough, the parallaxes of the sun
and moon come into every prediction of their eclipses. - So while
modern astronomy increases the distance of the sun to something
like 400 times the distance of the moon, our ancient astronomers
placed him no 'farther than 14 times this distance. Chandra-
sekhara has removed him to a distance of about 154 times the
mean distance of the moon.
Chandras'ékbara told me that before he got the parallax, he
had passed many an unhappy day. He was then very young,
"but was anxious to know the sun's distance. He could not even
imagine how the distance could ever be known. The'ancient
works were dogmatic in their assertions, and did not say a word
about the method employed. By his failure in approaching the
problem, he became disheartened. One day thus dejected in
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		 २ नवेम्बर् २०१८ (तमे) दिनाङ्के ०५:१२ समये अन्तिमपरिवर्तनं  जातम्
	पाठः क्रियेटिव कॉमन्स ऐट्रिब्यूशन/शेयर-अलाइक अभिज्ञापत्रस्य अन्तर्गततया उपलब्धः अस्ति; अन्याः संस्थित्यः अपि सन्ति ।
अधिकं ज्ञातुम् अत्र  उपयोगस्य संस्थितिं पश्यतु ।
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